
Should I Construct a Living Shoreline (LSL)? 

Do you live on a bay 
or estuary? 

Do not construct a LSL 

Yes 

Do you have an 
eroding shoreline? 

Do nothing. Enjoy the view! Or, 
consider habitat restoration for 
the sake of habitat itself 

Do you think you 
must do something 
to fix erosion? 

Do nothing. Erosion is a natural 
process in a dynamic environment 

Does your shoreline 
experience low-to-
medium wave energy, 
but not high energy? 

Yes 

Yes 

Can you do nothing, 
or retreat? 

Do nothing or 
retreat 

Does your shoreline 
experience high wave 
energy? 

Does your shoreline 
experience only low 
wave energy? 

LSL treatment options: 
1) Plants only 
2) Plants + coir log 

Yes 

A LSL may not be 
appropriate for your 
property 

Does your 
shoreline 
experience 
more than low 
wave energy, 
but less than 
high? 

Do oysters 
grow in the 
water near 
your property? 

LSL treatment options: 
1) Plants + oyster reef 
2) Hybrid LSL 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Yes Yes 

Yes 

Yes Yes 


